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War clouds hung over us in 1916. Since we were Company A in the Kansas City
National Guard Division, we expected momentarily that our country would be
involved in war with Germany, and our Division would be on our way to France.

I continued my work with building wireless sets to order, designing and
building electrical, medical equipment for doctors, scout work, and functioning as
Master Signal Electrician in Company A, Kansas City National Guard. We were a
Signal Corps unit and functioned as communications experts for our division with
our wireless equipment.

Mindful of the war clouds and the certainty that I would go overseas with
Company A, I faced the possibility that I might not return. I had married that year,
and yet could not set up a home and get started on any regular family life because
of the possibility thatI would be on my way to France at any time. Sure enough, this
country declared war on Germany. National Guard Divisions were alerted foractive
duty. I was soon aboard a train with my buddies, en route to New York to embark
for England.

We left the train near New York City and set up camp in a corn field to await
embarkation orders. The U.S. had seized three German steamships that were in
Hoboken Harbor and held their crews and officers (native Germans) in protective
custody. The ships had been held for two years, with the complement of officers and
men living aboard a part of that time. The ships were food transports, fitted out with
enormous refrigeration facilities. The Kron Princess Cecilia, renamed “The Presi-
dent Grant” was the ship on which we were to sail to England. It had been
overhauled and fitted with bunks and adequate mess facilities, wireless equipment,
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and adequate boats.

I had had my smallpox vaccination on joining the National Guard. I received
another when we went to the border in 1916; before boarding The President Grant,
I had another.

The President Grant had six thousand troops aboard when we had all boarded.
The dangers of submarine warfare were very prevalent. As we steamed out of New
York Harbor, we were part of a large convoy sailing east. We found our bunks,
unpacked as much as possible, and when we could, explored the ship. I was given
permission to visit the wireless room, which was my main interest. Four days went
by. A friend and I decided the fourth evening to go up top to the deck, since our
quarters were close and quite warm. We took blankets with us and made ourselves
comfortable in a lifeboat.

Thesky was dark. Thousands of stars twinkled overhead. We could see the lights
of the ship just ahead of us and the phosphorus lighting her wake. Finally we
realized the ships ahead were gone and our ship had turned around, going back in
the direction we came from. We jumped up and ran to the wireless shack, but the
operator was very busy and wouldn’t talk to us. We finally found someone who told
us the ship had boiler troubles and was on her way back to New York.

When the interned German crew was living aboard the Kron Princess Cecilia nee
The President Grant, they had amused themselves by boring holes in the cylinder
walls of the huge boilers and filling the holes with corks which they painted the color
of the cylinder walls. The oiler of the ship’s crew had showed me the places where
welders had repaired the damage. The German crew had also put small pieces of
iron, (screws, nails, etc.) and carborundum in the cylinders. All this sabotage had
been discovered and repaired. The ship had performed well on the shake-down
cruise to Hampton Roads Navy Yard, but when so much equipment and six
thousand troops were aboard, the ship rode lower in the water. It had not been
discovered that the Germans had put a solution in the boiler tubes that precipitated
scale, and clogged the boiler tubes. The Captain had decided toleave the convoyand
return to New York Harbor. With the boilers malfunctioning, the ship could not
have kept up with the convoy. She would have been a sitting duck for German
submarines.

We limped back up the East River to Fort Totten, New York, and we were there
four days. Then we were transported to New York where our battalion and some
nurses and other outfits went aboard one of the 35 small ships, in convoy. We took
a zig-zag course for England. We landed at Liverpool, and after a few days, went
aboard another ship, crossed the English Channel, and were at last in France. We
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landed at Le Havre. Accommodations had been arranged for pitching tents by
unrolling long rolls of chicken wire in rows. Tents were pitched over the wire rows
and we slept in our blankets on the chicken wire. The next day we got on a French
train pulled by asmall engine. We would ride along for an hour or soon a single track
road. The train would back up for what seemed an hour until it got on side tracks to
let another train go by. This procedure continued for four days until we arrived at
the town of Vocaliers.

There seemed to be something magical about the number four, as applied to our
Division. We were aboard The President Grant four days before the ship returned
to New York and Fort Totten. We were at Fort Totten four days before we went
aboard the transport barges out to an English ship. We were aboard the English ship
four days on our way to Halifax, Nova Scotia. We were in Halifax four days before
we went aboard one of the ships in the convoy and sailed to England. We were in
England four days before we crossed the English Channel.

Finally, we spent a miserable four days aboard the French train. We were all
hungry, tired and disgusted. The canned goods our cooks were to use to prepare
meals for usaboard the train had made the trip from the United Statesina damp hold
of a ship. In the dampness, all the printed labels had come off the cans, so no one
knew what was in the cans. We were always hopeful, but every meal aboard that
French train consisted of tomato puree and only tomato puree from those cans with
no labels.

In four days’ train journey from the Le Havre, we disembarked from the train at
the little town of Vocaliers. Our Division set up camp in the City Park, with the soup
kitchens in a prominent position. At last all we hungry dough boys, still sick of
tomato puree, got some food we could eat.

The town was picturesque, but quite odorous. Most of the houses along the
streets were two room houses. Each house had two front doors, one to each room.
A French family lived in one room of the house, where they slept, cooked and ate.
The other room was the dwelling place of one or more cows, some pigs and chickens.
The manure was shoveled out all during the winter and piled high in front of the
house, along the street. Every house had a huge pile of manure in front of it. In the
spring the family would load the manure in a two-wheeled cart. In several trips the
farmer would haul the manure out to his little tract of land, seldom bigger than four
or five acres, and spread it on the land. Then he would plant his crop. But we didn’t
know that.

Our Colonel was quite upset. It was very important to maintain sanitary
conditions, so the morning after our camp was pitched, we had orders to take our
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wagons and shovels and clean up the town. With several men to each wagon, we
were hauling off manure at a fast rate. We hauled it away outside the town and
dumped it. Then we heard the bugles blow Recall. We abandoned our manure
hauling activities and returned to camp. A lot of angry French farmers were there
confronting our officers, along with the mayor and an interpreter. Finally the
shouting died away and between the Mayor and the Colonel, a compromise was
reached. The American Colonel, being a stranger to French customs and manner of
life, was a very ignorant man. He did not know that manure was the wealth of the
people of the town. He did not know that when he had his soldiers haul the manure
away, he had robbed the people of their wealth. The Colonel apologized to the
mayor and the people. He said he would have his soldiers take their manure out to
their fields and (at Major Garrett’s suggestion) have his soldiers spread the manure
on their fields. The people liked that, for it would save them a lot of labor.

It was in December and snow was on the ground. The weather was cold. We were
out of fuel for our soup kitchens, so the Colonel ordered some men from each
company to take axes and wagons and go to the forest on one side of the town and
cut wood and bring back each wagon loaded with wood. Here, because of ignorance,
we committed our second faux pas. We found the forest. It was a beautiful forest,
with orderly rows of trees, like rows of corn. The trunks of the trees were seven to
ten inches through. We cut and split enough wood to keep the stoves in our soup
kitchens burning for several days. Thereby, our officers were again involved in an
emotional shouting attack by our French hosts. We had again committed an
unpardonable crime: We had cut trees in a State Forest without permission. This
finally resulted in our having to pay a big fine to the French Government. We were
there to help them, and were even prepared to lay down our lives in defense of the
French people, but neither their Generals nor the Government made any provisions
for our use such as food, wood, or the other accommodations we needed.

After four daysin Vocaliers, we were again the victim of political manipulations.
It seemed that the regular U.S. Army wanted replacements to fill in the ranks of
several Divisions. The officers argued that as National Guard battalions, we were
not trained nor had the experience that regular Army battalions boasted, so we of the
National Guard could not keep up. Our companies should immediately be broken
up and the members scattered around among the regular Army Companies.

We were aghast at the prospect of being forced to leave our officers and buddies.
That weshould lose our identity was unthinkable. Our officers protested loudly and
long, citing our continuous training and our loyalty to our officers and ideals. The
result was that we were sent off, in cold December weather with eight inches of snow
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on the ground, on a forced foot-march, each man carrying full pack, through unfa-
miliar mountains.

On the second day, a motorcycle messenger caught up with us. He told us that
one of our trucks carrying our wireless equipment was broken down about thirty
miles away back down theroad. I was sent back to see what the problem was. Irode
on the motorcycle hanging on behind the driver. The road was rough and covered
withsnow that was iced over. The air temperature was well below freezing. We were
lucky to find little cafes in homes at intervals along the way. We would alight from
the motorcycle and go into the cafe and order hot coffee. The coffee was made from
a spoonful of thick black coffee syrup spooned into a big mug and boiling water
added to fill the mug. It was thick and hot and of such a strength that [ would have
bet my last dollar that it would corrode boiler tubes. But to two frozen dough boys,
it was veritable anti-freeze and fuel to enable us to go on down the road.

When I reached the disabled truck, the trouble was apparent. I sent the motor-
cycle driver to the outfit with a request to Major Garrett for a team of mules and a
supply wagon. Then we waited for our request to be filled. The motorcycle man
came back with some tools. He admitted he hadn’t asked for the mules and the
wagon. We sent him back again and he never came back to us, nor did we receive
the mules or wagon.

We would go into a town nearby to buy food. We scavenged wood and built fires
in our attempt to keep warm.

This went on for ten days. On the tenth day, a truck caught up with us and
stopped to help. We tried over and over to get the truck running again, but we didn’t
have the proper parts or the right tools. I had not heard from the Company
Commander. I was a Master Signal Electrician, the highest ranking non-commis-
sioned officer in our Company, so I took the responsibility of handling the situation.
Under my orders we cannibalized the wireless truck. We first took off all the wireless
equipment and loaded it on the other truck. Then we literally took the wireless truck
apart (even to hub-caps, wiring, carburetor, tires), everything we could take off.
With the load on the other truck, we made it back to the mountain camp just in time
to join our Company as they moved out on their way to their assignment. I had to
answer a lot of questions, but all in all, the Captain finally agreed that I had done
what was best under the circumstances.

I had orders to report to the Second Signal Corps School as a student. I was
already several days late. When I arrived I was interviewed by a First Lieutenant.
The Lieutenant was duly impressed by the fact that L had my license and a wireless
station on the airin 1913. He promptly appointed me Assistant Instructor and setme
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to work instructing Signal Corps recruits in the intricacies of building, repairing and
using wireless equipment.

By the time we had arrived in the little town where we were to remain for some
months, it was just a few days until Christmas. Our pay checks for several months
finally caught up with us. We went on a Christmas shopping spree. There wasn’t
much left in the stores but U.S. money. Packages were dispatched back to loved ones
in the “good ol U.S. of A.,” and we had a terrific Christmas dinner.

Some of us who wished to send messages home went to the town wireless
station. All the young men of the town were in the French Army. The operator of the
wireless was an older man who sent messages very slowly. We realized that very
few of us would get our messages out at the rate the operator was sending, so several
good operators persuaded the old Frenchman to let them send the messages. They
sent their buddies’ messages correctly and with speed. The Frenchman looked onin
astonishment at the speed and efficiency of “our operators.”

I'was billeted with a French family, which was large and had many food ration
stamps. The father had been on the front with his battalion, but was home on leave.
Everyday his wife would walk to anearby town and purchase food with money and
ration coupons. Because they had so many family members, they had many coupons
and could get enough food to share with me. I paid enough money for boarding that
with whatI paid and the father’s military pay, they had plenty of money with which
to buy food. One day they told me they were going to get “salade.” I went with their
large family group down to a clear, flowing creek and helped them pull watercress
out of the creek with long handled wooded rakes. Some of the cress we had at the
next few meals. Some of it was put in crocks in vinegar, to save for winter use.

My next assignment was at Chateau Surseine. My orders were to report to the
First Corps Signal School. I couldn’t find the First Corps Signal School. I finally
found the commanding officer. When I had reported to him, he gave me my orders.
I'was to find alocation for a school and set up a classroom! To say I was astonished
is to put it mildly. I recovered from my surprise in record time and set out around
the village to find a building suitable for a Signal Corps School. I found an available
granary. Another Signal Corps man had arrived. Together we sweptand cleaned the

granary.
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HEADQU/RTERS 26th DIVISION
<HMERICAN EXPEDITIQNARY FORCE

Frence, Livy 25, 1918.

SPECIAL ORDERS
Ho. 143,

Extraot

* * -

8+ In nccordonce with parograph 44, Speoinl Orders No. 142, Genercl Hend—
quarters, Areriecn Brpeditionsry Forces, dated My 22nd, 1918, the tollowing- ‘
naned enlisted ien, upon their reporting to these hecdou~rters, will |
) eport to the cormanding officers of the crg:'nizations indiccoted after their
““Feshective hiies for duty Vith EFECIAIELE wted for o period of one .
veek's intensive tyrining IN THE FRONT LINE, nd upon corpletion of this duty
they will return to their proper stotions, zs directed by the ~forerentioned
order,

TC QNE-POUNDER FLiTOON
8gts i A. Prentiss, Coupeny D, 165th Infontry )
TO SAPPERS & BCOIBLRS FLATOON )
Sgt. C. C Hosh, Corprmy D, 25rd Infontry )
TO RIFLE COMPANY )
Sgte Wo He Thomson, Company I, 103rd Infantry }
6gts Ra Jo Jennings, 5lst Coupnny, 5th inrines )
Sgt. Allon G. Corson, Corprny 1, 28th Infantry ] 2o 10lst Infuntry
5gt. H. L. Frentz, Conprny G, 166th Infrntry )
Sgt. H. F. Cullickson, Conpany G, 104th Infantry )
Sgt. Ve J. Whitrore, Comprny E, 16th Infrntry |}
Sgt. E. J, Vhite, Compeny X, 103rd Infontry )
Sgt. Fred J, Nutter, Coipony 4, 103rd Infrntry |
S5gt, H. J. ILinkey, 00np'1ny L, Zeth Infontry }
T0 MACHINE GUN CO.{PANY :
Sgte P. L. Rich, Corponmy ¢, 1020d 1l G, Ba. ]
Sgte E. Poldeni, Corpruy 4, 2nd Brig. li.G.Bn, ] To 102nd U, G. Bn,
- Bgts 8. 0. Dormell, 76th Comprmy, 6th Norines }
TO SIGNAL CCLIPANY
il5E. Thorns G. Hieronyrus, 117th F,B.S.C, ) )
Sgts Alvn E, Srdth, 101, 5th F.B.S.C, } To 10lst Flde Bn. S €.
S5gty "k L. Sloney, 101st F,B.5.C. ]

* LY -

Dy cowvnnd of (njor Cenernl EDVARDS:

DUNGAN X, MAJCR, J¥.,
OFFICI ALt Chisf of Staff, 3
C. A, STEVENS,
Adjuteont Genernl,
Adjutnnt,
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PASS

(N.Amc, number and rank)

fo Srmy Siemal S . i
e “rmy Simal Ychools From 9:30 p. m. to‘k Q'\

{Organization)

T a w' AT s+ -
For purpose of Vi iting firends in Lonpres.

fr "ﬂi '.‘;7\,:?\ (Slmbjc%l/i'{:r Pucl\ 1ssued) o
2hd Lle&#ﬂ’lumﬂa (6 Iﬂb‘r}‘ '''' .

Company Conmande rs

(Rank uand Organization)

This puss must be madé” aut and signed with ink. 1s good only on day of date and is
not transferuble,

NOT VALID UNTIL STAMPED IN PROVOST MARSHAL'S OFFICE
Furm 1094 (Over)
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GENERAL HEADQUARTERS
AMERICAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCES

France, Fabruary 1lst 19lg.
From: The Cowmander in Chief .
o M.5.8, Thomas Galen Hieronymua 199923, 12th Serviece Co. Signal Com s,
To: Th?ough Commandant Army oclaoois Langf'

Subject: Appointment tn the Officers’ Reserve Corps.

1. By auLhoriL} of the Seeretary of War centained in War Depariment
Cablegram No. 2345, dated Decembor 23, 1918, and under the provisions of

the Ast of Congress approved June 3, 1918, you are hareby appointed a

CECOND LILUTENANT

SIGNAL CORPS
1n the SECTICON OF THE OFFICERS' RESERVE CORPS, ARMY
OF THE UNITED STATES, to rank as such from the.. First
Yabruary

day of l19l9.

2. The acceptance of this commission does not entitle you to the
pay or emoluments of the grade to which you are appointad unlass you are
calied to aetive duty by competent authority.

3. This letter will sarve the purpose of a commimeion until recsipt

by you of commission from the WAR DEPARTMENT.

JOHN J. PERSHING,
Ceneral, Unitaed States Army.

By

zzxzé//éd‘?’

Adjutant Gene
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e
-

HEADQUARTERS ARMY.

Speclal grders

Ne. 32 ) -

x x x0T =

Par. 6. Purpuant to telegmphicytnstructions from G. H. Q.,
Ameriean E, F., datad January 30th, 1919, ofclues YA leave as provided
in 0, 0. #14, ¢. a., G, H. Q., Amaricnn‘}-ﬁ. vs i gronted the follpwing
named sudessefull sandidates of ths Arzy Signal Bchoel, with permission
to viait Nice, Prances !

. Bgt. lat C1, Duerr, W, A., 167703, 301bt ¥, 5, Ba,.

UM, 8. E. Hierenymus, T. G., 199923, 1ith Servido Co., 8. C.
M. 8. K. Neble, H. E,;1860555, 306th Fisld 8ignal ‘suL
K. 6. F. 8chaofor, H, T., 202111, Ratib Bectism, 8: C. #1.
Sgte 1et.Cl., Jakway, C: H., 2138260, plitn 714, 81g, Bn.
M, 5. E. Rosenberger, C, L., 1124482, 321et Fid. Sig, Bn.
Sgts lot Cl. Sebpurin, Fi H.,- 1667859 §301at ¥
Sgt. lst Cl. Price, F. K., 3202550, -355nd.Field
M, 8, L. Brown, M. D., 1258158, 103rd Flald Sign
8gt, Froser, R..M., 200075, 1174k riela:-sy Brly.
Sgt. Kennedy, Kayein, 2544712, 300th —!(gr'
M, 8. X, Swinehart, C. D., 191982%, 307%h Fie; 1!
Bgt. 1ot Cl, Gallier, F. Wi} 15303081 132th Fiél
M. B. E. Wilkinssn, B. J,,; 1869632 Mifieth Field:
Sgt. lst Cl. Blagey, W. Fl, 1988084, /B0 K Tte

. X p g

Corpbral Truesddll, H. 4 ~13Lh Batvies' te; 8. €.
U, 8.°F. Harris, &, C., 286296, 4Uth! Tdlagragel Ba, - -
M. 8. K, Barnum, Albert, 1968106, 30%th Tield :54gna) Ba.
Sgt. lst Clmss Jucksen, H. 8;, 2103508, 14th F, 8, bn,
M. 6. E. Richardeon, Grant, muuquw Field Bigra} Bn.
U, 8. E. Clatkesn, Geo. ¥,,1641283, 115tk Fiald Bignal

M. 8. F. Smith, C; H., 2262384, 322pdiTiel4 Bignnl Bn.

M. 6. K, Ward, B, L., 705532, 43Ttk 'Telograph Bk, :

K. 5. T, Probst, L. R,, 2282001, ‘tﬁ(‘rghgnph‘ﬁn.

ARRIVED
€OV 119
N
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- =~ & pur, 6, 2

Sgt. lot Cl. Smbin, £. A., 23142%), 5 Ficld Sipraul B,

Sgts lst Cl. Dodd, Levter M., 11132¢R 5th Fioil Signal bas
Sgt.lst Cl. Luvender, G.5., 1724538, A4t Fiel! Signal Bn.

Sgt. 1et c1, Walsh, W. J., 15672142, 4(zt Telsgoouh Br.

Sgt. Floming, W. M., 111324%; 9in Fmei Sighnl M.

Sgb. lst C1, Poix, Neal J., 202464, 21 Field Dervico do., 5. C.
Sgt. lat Cl. Bradbury, G P, 1u053t L11th Field o\ Tbﬁ bn.

Privs.‘te lot C1l, Yoomars, R, W.; 1667 i N
Sgt. lgt ©1, Mcronuy ? J,' Glco_g ﬁ4‘h rigld Signaj Bn.

Sgt. let-Cl. Wehnert, Corl, 171647 202ad Field Siprol Dn,

S5gt. lat Cl. Clarke, C. M., 18670L, ‘Clst Field S?g_xw.l Sn. -

Pgt. lst Cl. Hepkina, i. M,, ww,'?, 117%n Fisid Signal Ba,
Sgt, Evene, Chao., 189521, licth . iedd Sigual Bu.

Upon complatiecr of tiis lave, Lhoss enlisiod mra will prr,wnd

te Hﬂﬂdquurtors, lst Dopot Divioign, fa ar aguignmerd to duty.
The Quartormetor Corps wi'l furrish tho necsseaiy Treuspariaiions

and subsistonco,
The travel diracted i wocessory in the gilitary asriice,

X

X X

DY Coi d.u.ND CF BRIGALIEX c_m SRAL BAMY

v

< GES Aﬁ\k ..
iy KON
(‘f oy <\ i, 3, DL):OR; H,
2 WHCML_ aut. Cslensl. Cuv., U. 5. A,
"\‘;-,b‘ § S#zrotary,
' }
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WAR DEPARTMENT
THE ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE
wasHinaTon March 24,1915,

wrenre A3 201 (Hieronymus Thomas Galen) off,

MIZMORANDUM
for
M¥rs, 7.0, Hieronymus,
3034 Walnut St,,

Kangas City, Me,

The Resarve Corps commission ineclosed herewith is sent t¢ you for
safe kesping upon request of the aprointee whose name end other partic-
ulars appear below. The appoiniment was mads in France by the Command-
ing Genernl of the American Expeditionary Forces and official acceptence
of this commission is on file in this offics. In this connection you
are advised that Reserve Corps Officers will not be called to active .
duty during the present emergency under commissions tendered subsaquent
to November 11, 1918, therefors the present military status of the
appeintes 18 not affected by this appoiniment.

Acknowledgement to this office s not desired.
Nawe, sorial number, present rank and orgenizetion.
Hieronymus Thomas Galen, 199923, MSE 12th Service o, S5.C.
Reserve Corps rank and section,

gecond Lieutenant, Signal Sestion,

Date of appointment,

Februury 1,1919,

P. 0. Harris,

1 Inecl. The Adjutant General,
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CERTIVICATE IN LIEU OF LOST OR DESTROYED

Discharge

Armed Aforces of the Wnited Staces

«622:3/(3'/¢r cﬂov?%é;f¢74;7/t

THOMAS B HIERONYMUS 199 923 Master Signal Electrician
12th Service Company enlisted 19 June 1916 at Kansas
City Missouri for Missouri National Guard and

vor0ese. 04/'). c/m/e/)//%m Z%f/

Army of the WNnited States

.£€90 Honorable Discharge
¢ 21 April 1919

al Camp Zachary Taylor Kentucky

{%um,a&‘ %A«mf/fmy _@ g, .07 20 February 1961

Service Outside U S: 3 November 1917 to 28 March 1919

Age at enlistment and place of birth: 21 years 7 months
Valpariso Indiana

Mustered into Federal service 24 June 1916, mustered out of

Federal service 15 January 1917 and reported for World War 1

service 5 August 1917

Subsequent Service:
Commissioned 19 February 191
(ORC) o156 yes3

=
R.

V Le
Major General, USA
The Adjutant General

0D FORM - 303A
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The Story of Eloptic Energy

STATEMENT OF SERVICE

{Creditable under Section 202(a) Career Compenaation Act of 1949)

LAST NAME - FIRST NAME - MIDOLE NAME SERVICE KUMB ERI(S)
Hieronymus, Thomes G. 0-130 463 3
NATURE OF ACTION EFFECTIVE DATES ACTIVE DUTY 4

(For enlisted - snter (For officare - enter

r:f:” ;:;Tifm .-:’::r d(.':'.“:""‘ dates "" (Indlcfl!-"l;:: :':S :‘-non)
drede and component.) Tttty stniue sre rrou To
2d Lt-ORC Feb 19, 1919 3
(Feb 1, 1919 1
2d Lt-ORC (Reapptd) Feb 1, 1924 4
1st Lt-ORC Aug 18, 1924
1st Lt-ORC {Reapptd) Jul 24, 1929
Jul 23, 1934) Nope Hon-termination of
appointment

TIME LOST (Incluaive dates)
FROM TO OAYS

Noge

DATE

February 20, 1961

AUTHENTICATION

ro. Mr, Thomas G. Hieronymus » j M—‘
1325 Orange Isle .

Ft, Lauderdale, Florida R. V. LEE
Major Ceneral, USA
L _J The Adjutant General
D D ,FORM 1 3 PREVIOUS SOITIONS OF THIS FonM ARk oasoLaTe. AGCC-PG/ff

84




